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of the crowd in power and organisation during the last
hundred years. That growth is the distinguishing fea-
ture of the nineteenth century. There was never anything
like it before in the history of the world, nor in fact could
there have been, for the conditions that made it possible
did not previously exist. The size to which a crowd can
grow depends upon the certainty and ease of communica-
tion between its parts. The scientific achievements of
the nineteenth century effected improved means of com-
munication such as the world had never imagined before;
and that development still continues. The civilised
peoples of the world may now be said to live almost in the
presence of one another. A public man, by means of the
daily press, can to-day address not merely the people of
a locality, or even of a nation, but civilised humanity at
large. Movements consequently affect vaster aggrega-
tions of mankind than ever before. A political move-
ment is no longer local or even national. A wave of
similar political movement passes almost simultaneously
over all progressive nations. Witness the world-wide
extension of the temperance movement as one example.
Thus the formation and organisation of all kinds of
crowds has become easy where before it was extremely
difficult, and on a very large scale impossible. An over-
whelming enthusiasm alone availed to set on foot the
Crusades, which, from a modern point of view, were
insignificant expeditions. If a similar enthusiasm existed
to-day it would put the whole of Europe and America in
movement on a gigantic scale. For these reasons the
power and importance of all kinds of crowds are much
greater to-day than ever before, and each crowd in some
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